PRESS RELEASE
COUNTDOWN BEGINS TO GLOBAL PUBLIC TRANSPORT
SUMMIT IN MONTRÉAL, CANADA
BRUSSELS, 25 MAY 2016
The countdown to the Global Public Transport Summit (15-17 May 2017) in Montréal,
Canada, has begun with the event now just one year away and the preparations are
already in full swing.
The biennial Global Public Transport Summit, organised by UITP (the International
Association of Public Transport), is the only event that covers the challenges of urban
mobility worldwide and brings together transport CEOs with the likes of urban
leaders, tech wizards and policy watchers.
The public transport sector is currently facing a variety of changes and the theme of
the 2017 Summit will be ‘Lead the TRANSITion’. With digitalisation, advances in green
energy and the emergence of new players such as Uber and Lyft, public transport is
witnessing rapid change and a drastic evolution in urban mobility. The sector needs
to face these challenges head on and find its role in this new ‘ecosystem' for public
transport and urban mobility.
Within the theme, the assembled transport community will address the following
topics: the urban and social transition; digitalisation; energy efficiency; greater
entrepreneurship in the sector as well as financial or regulatory dimensions and their
influence on the new urban mobility landscape. The Summit’s exhibition will also offer
the opportunity to explore the very latest products, solutions and innovations that are
set to transform urban mobility in the years to come.
“We are very much looking forward to the Montréal Global Public Transport Summit,”
said UITP Secretary General, Alain Flausch. “It will be the first time the event has been
to North America in almost two decades, the last occasion being Toronto in 1999.
With public transport witnessing such rapid and drastic change, the event will be the
ideal forum to discuss and debate the outlook for urban mobility”.
NOTE TO EDITORS
The last edition of the event - previously known as the UITP World Congress & Exhibition - took
place in Milan, Italy in June 2015. The event attracted more than 2,200 delegates from 83
countries around the world and 284 exhibitors from across the industry. The Summit - the
biggest event in public transport - first took place in Berlin in 1886.
The International Association of Public Transport (UITP) is a passionate champion of
sustainable urban mobility and is the only worldwide network to bring together all public
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transport stakeholders and all sustainable transport modes. We have 1,400 member
companies giving access to 16,000 contacts from 96 countries. Our members are public
transport authorities and operators, policy decision-makers, research institutes and the public
transport supply and service industry. Visit our website www.uitp.org. Follow us on Twitter:
@UITPpressoffice
Visit us: uitpsummit.org
Connect with us: @uitpsummit and #UITP2017
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